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Term 3 Week 4 2019

Welcome back to Term 3. I trust that it was an enjoyable break where
students had an opportunity to recharge their batteries for the semester
ahead. Although it may seem like a long time ago that you received
reports, there is still time to reflect on those results, and set goals for the
rest of the year.
We have had a few changes to our staff over the break. Ms Karen
Symonds has taken long service leave for the term and has been
replaced by Ms Louise Warner, Ms Possum Marshall has moved on and
has been replaced by Mr Lenard Gadil, both Mr Jacques Retief and Ms
Bronwyn Packwood have transferred to Darwin High School and have
been replaced by Mr Lorenzo Siciliano and Ms Megan Allford
respectively. We have also employed an additional Music teacher, Mr
Matthew Holt, to start a new music program focused on developing a
concert band.
Two of the major infrastructure projects have recently finished. The new
air-conditioning upgrade has been completed after almost twelve
months and the irrigation system has been renewed around the school
grounds. Already, the ovals and gardens are starting to green up.
The School Council are in the process of developing a landscaping
masterplan. In this newsletter you will find a page dedicated to getting
feedback on any ideas you may have in the development of this plan. If
you need hard copies of this page please contact the school so that we
can get one to you.
While we are on the discussion of feedback it is time for the annual
Perception Survey. This will be available over the next few weeks and
will be made available through email, our Facebook page, School
website and through hard copies at reception. Please take the time to fill
this out as the feedback from this survey helps inform our strategic
planning for the future.
Kind Regards

Marty Isaksen
Principal
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School Band
The new band program has begun with the arrival of a full set of concert band instruments.
Students enrolled in the program have the opportunity to learn a number of musical instruments during school time including trumpet, trombone, saxophone, clarinet and flute. As the
band program develops and students increase their musical ability they will have many opportunities to perform and to collaborate with other music students and programs around
Darwin. Students will develop their skills and have the opportunity to showcase their talents
while developing a sense of accomplishment.

NMS Sports Day Age Champions
Year 7– Alma Cadell and Xavier Roberston
Year 8– Keisha Metica and Tyrese Raymond
Year 9– Kayleen Kota and Matty Larkin
Congratulations to all of the winners!

Congratulations
On the last week of Term 3 Xavier Robertson
and Jorja Craigie represented Darwin Region
at the SSNT combined 12 and 15 years and
under Touch Football camp in Darwin.They
were both selected as a Reserve Jorja 12
years girls and Xavier 15 years boys.
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Year 7 Science
Nightcliff Middle School students from year 7 were able to be science mentors for budding
scientists at the Jingili Science Expo. The Expo was very well organised and we were supplied with everything needed to showcase the exciting science adventures our year 7 students have enjoyed during their science learning journey at NMS. Activities included balancing forces, examining insects under the microscope, feeling the forces of ‘the conservation of
angular momentum wheel’, testing surfaces for optimising popper height and measuring lung
capacity. The Jingili students had as much fun learning as the NMS students did teaching.
Looking forward to seeing the Jingili students when they hit middle school.

Henbury
Nightcliff Middle School outreach class joined the R U OK Australian road show at Raintree
Park. As a part of the ‘Happy Days’ cycling team, the NMS tribe helped by planning,
organising and running the Smoothie bike at the special event which supported Mental
Health awareness and suicide prevention conversation while introducing support networks.
The students were eager to please the customers and worked collaboratively, using
excellent communication skills. Students demonstrated healthy and safe food handling skills and pedal power to produce a delicious FREE smoothie to the thirsty
crowd.
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Clontarf
It’s been a busy start to the term for the Clontarf lads, with after school activities in the school
gym and cooking a variety of different meals with Master Chef Hugo. The boys also attended
the inaugural Clontarf Rugby Super training at Marrara. There were 100 other Clontarf members and friends from the Top End. There was also the Clontarf Wipe Out Challenge at the Waterfront and the highlight was having dinner on rocks at the Nightcliff Foreshore.

Stars
Term 3 has kicked off with very positive and engaging behaviors from all year levels especially
the year 9 girls. This term will continue to focus on Health and Wellbeing as well as looking at
Transitioning and future Educational pathways for our year 9 girls.
Also continuing on is the morning trainings, afterschool activities and lunch time cook ups
which were big incentives for the girls last term. The girls also really enjoyed interacting with
the other programs across the Darwin Region, which we will aim to increase over this semester.
Upcoming events:

03rd September – Engagement Activity
17th – 18th September – Netball Carnival
24th September – Year 9 Dinner
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Wednesday Interest Groups
During Term 2, students in Mrs Hauser’s interest group worked with Trikki from Express Studios
Darwin, to master the art of Hip Hop in preparation for their performance at the Fiesta and
NAIDOC assembly in Week 10. Students explored elements of Hip Hop, a variety of skills and
techniques including breakdancing and flipping, while building strength, flexibility and fitness.
Trikki choreographed dance routines with collective input from students and worked with
building student’s confidence to perform on stage, all while having fun!
The NMS Hip Hop performance was an outstanding achievement by all students, showcasing
an array of talent and success!

NMS School Based Constable
Hello, I’m Senior Constable Linda FARRAND. I’m part of the school’s student Wellbeing team
here at Nightcliff Middle School. I have an office within the school and am here most days.
My aim is to work with students to build strength and resilience, to help keep themselves safe
and make good life choices. I can deliver classroom lessons, as well as, offer one on one support.
If you wish to contact me about my role, email me at:
CommunityandYouthEngagement.PFES@pfes.nt.gov.au
Please note is a generic email address, any reports of crime or offences still need to be reported via 000 (emergency situations) or 131 444.

Year 8 Camp - Katherine 2019
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Meningococcal B vaccine
On 8th August 2018, the NT Health Minister announced that a catch up program for Men ACWY vaccine will
now be available for all children aged 2-19 years in urban Darwin to protect and reduce carriage and
transmission of Men ACWY in the NT. Statistics have shown a poor uptake of the MEN ACWY vaccine for
children aged between 5-15yrs. Please note this is a catch up program for children who have NOT
previously received this vaccine.
This program is implemented due to recent outbreaks of Men W circulating Australia. For more information/
statistics please visit www.health.nt.gov.au
The immunisation Nurses at the Palmerston GP Superclinic are available to immunise any child who is yet to
receive the Men ACWY immunisation. Bulk billed 15 minute consults will be available Monday to Sunday 84pm. To make a booking or to make an enquiry please call Penny or Liz K at the Palmerston GP Superclinic on
89198919.
Most Children/Adolescents will require a single dose if vaccinated after 12 months of age.
The vaccines are very safe and incur the common vaccine side effects such as injection site pain, redness and
fever – other side effects can be discussed with vaccination nurse at time of appointment.
Anyone outside the 1-19 year age bracket who would like to be immunised will need to see their GP and get a
private script for Men ACWY. Meningococcal B is not being funded by NT government or the National
immunisation scheme and people wishing to be vaccinated for this should also see their local GP for a private
script.
Immunisation saves lives. It protects you, your family and your community. And it also helps protect future
generations by eradicating diseases.

Regards
Liz Kennedy | Practice Nurse | FCD Health Ltd

Partnering with Territorians for a Healthier Life
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Landscaping Masterplan
Nightcliff Middle School is currently exploring landscaping options around the school. As you
would be aware the grounds are extensive so your thoughts on a particular area would be appreciated.
On the map below mark or colour the area you would like to discuss and then give a brief outline as to how this might look. If you want to comment on more than one area mark them as area A, B etc.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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ICAS
The UNSW have changed the way they process the ICAS tests this year, so they
will now be in the same month. Please see the list of tests and the dates they will be
held. The cost has also increased to $14.50. Should you wish to enter your child,
please contact the front office or Val Momuat on 8983 7677 or email
val.momuat@ntschools.net. Payment should be made at the front office.

Sept 3 - Digital Technologies
Sept 5 Science
Sept 17 English
Sept 19 Maths

Students Absent from School
If your child is going to be away from school we ask that parents notify the school for the time
they will be absent.
Please call 89837677, text message to 0410 856 534
or email : admin.nightms@ntschools.net
Medical certificate for absences from school of three days or more

Updates to the Attendance and Participation policy, and the Attendance Recording and
Reporting guidelines, have been made to clarify that schools must advise parents they need to
provide a medical certificate, where their child is absent from school for a period exceeding
three days.
The Attendance and Participation policy and guidelines are available on the Department of
Education policies website. For more information on enrolment and attendance, contact:
8944 9273 or sat.det@nt.gov.au

